


Dear young readers,

For the last decade, plastic pollution has become one of the
biggest challenges for our environment. Our biodiversity,
natural habitats, and the lives of many creatures, especially
those living in the oceans and on islands, are at risk. This N
comic was made by WWF-Viet Nam with the financial support
from USAID, aiming at present this issue to children in a more
relatable and exciting way.

At WWEF-Viet Nam, we always hope to see children born and
raised in a sound environment, where people live in harmony
with nature. To make that happen, every person, including you,
needs to be aware of our impacts on the natural environment.

WWE-Viet Nam would love to send sincere gratitude to Du But
Company, Mrs. Thuy Com, and every person who worked on

this project. Their creative efforts, and utmost love and care @a
has breathed life into this comic. We hope all of you have
a joyful time reading, as well as reflecting on \
the moral lesson from this little book.
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OnBig Island

WHAT?
A PLASTIC
COCONUT?

FALLING
COCONUT!
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At chau's house |l

)

At theraft
house hamlet
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YOU HAVE TO |
SEE THIS! _
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SUCH A
WEIRPD FISH!

/ vyou cuys, \

FROM A REAL

AND I GOT THIS
PLASTIC-STRAW-
SPIDER WHEN

SWEEPING THE
LOOK! A

PLASTIC
COCONUT

COCONUT

IS THERE ANYTHING
LIKE THIS IN YOUR

THIS MUST
| BE ANOTHER
MYSTERY...

I'VE NEVER SEEN THEM
IN MY READINGS.
NEVER AT ALL!

... FOR OUR JUNIOR
DETECTIVE TEAM \
=7 TO SOLVE! o
7 jE ) .‘-'
Na 2=




I THINK THIS

CASE IS NOT YSEHA gl’.lrl/?E
THE SAME AS ASK THE

OUR PREVIOUS ADULTS.

YEAH, THAT J
MAKES SENSE...

OK THEN, LET’S ALL GO HOME AND
PREPARE. WE’LL MEET AT UNCLE CHIEF'S
HOUSE IN 30 MINS!

OKIE DOKIE!

LET’ 6 Goy =

AN, ARE YOU
SKIPPING
HOMEWORK
TO GO OUT
PLAYING?

Bear
(An'sdog)

I'M GOING TO BINH'S
HOUSE TO BORROW SOME
BOOKS, GRANDMA. I'M
TAKING BEAR WITH ME.

...A MAGNIFYING GLASS.
MAKES ME LOOK MORE
LIKE A DETECTIVE.
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COMING!
COMING!

.l \\E\-W UNCLE CHIEF, wg'p L
‘o th YOU SOMETHING!

OK KIDDO,
GIVE MEA
MINUTE!

THE THING YOU WERE
LOOKING FOR LAST TIME, 1
ASKED SOME FRIENDS TO GET
IT FROM THE MAINLAND FOR
YOU, HERE!

BINH, YOU SHOULD EAT MORE.
AN IS TALLER THAN YOU
ALMOST A HEAD ALREADY,
YOU KNOW?

THANK YOU
UNCLE CHIEF!.




YA
WHAT?

o GTYROFOAM Fisy>

WELL, I CAN'T HELP YOU

KIDS ON THIS MATTER.
BUT YOU SHOULD TRY

ASKING THE ISLAND DEITY.

A DEITY IN
THIS MODERN
TIME? DON'T
LIE TO Us!

OF COURSE THE
ISLAND DEITY IS
REAL, KIDS!

THAT IS THE GUARDIAN
OF OCEANS AND FORESTS
AROUND HERE. THE DEITY

LIVES ON A SMALL ISLAND AT

THE EAST OF OUR LAND.

WHEN I WAS YOUR AGE,
I USED TO SWIM THERE
AND HANG OUT WITH
THE DEITY ALMOST
EVERYDAY.
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FIRST,
YOU'LL
NEED

IF ONLY I WERE
YOUNGER, I WOULD'VE
DEFINITELY ASKED
THE DEITY ABOUT
THIS CASE FOR
YOU KIDS.

IT'S OKAY,
WE CAN
HANDLE IT.

TAKE A CLOSE LOOK, HERE'S THE
SMALL ISLAND. YOU'LL FIND THE

DEITY AT THE TALLEST PEPPER TREE f
ON THAT ISLAND. -

~ ]| Pepper forest

Fishing village

1 small1sland

o8



WE’RE GOING NOW, UNCLE CHIEF. T'LL
TELL YOU ABOUT THE SITUATION
THIS EVENING.

TWO BATS
ARE PICKING
ON A SPARROW
DURING PAYTIME.

NO! THEY’'RE NOT
BATS! THOSE ARE
PLASTIC BAGS!

WATCH OUT!




THAT WAS CLOSE! THANKS
TO YOU THE SPARROW
COULD ESCAPE FROM

THOSE PLASTIC BAT

MONSTERS!

SUCH A GOOD
BOY, BEAR!

TONS OF PLASTIC

TO THE OCEAN

EXERYDAY, zz 000 Couimmn

WE DUMP

That includes plastic bags and other
single-use plastic products, such as: 200 TONS

mevare VERY HARD TO DEGRADE

It takes from 20 to 1,000 years
for plastic to break into small pieces YOU SEE, SINGLE-

called micro-plastic, whichare very USE PLASTIC SEEMS
CONVENIENT BUT
dangerous, too. ACTUALLY IT’S VERY

THEREFORE, ACCUMULATED PLASTIC CAN CAUSE US HARMS BY: HARMFUL!

BLOCKING SEWERS BECOMING DISEASE CAUSING AIR
AND CAUSING CLUSTERS, CAUSING WATER POLLUTION AND TOXIC
FLOOPDING. AND SOIL POLLUTIONS. FUMES WHEN BURNT.
10 Source: Jambeck et al. (2015). https://jambeck.engr.uga.edu/landplasticinput

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and WWF-Australia



WE'LL GET TO SMALL

nguLp ISLAND AFTER CROSSING
BE HERE! THIS BAY. THERE SHOULD

BE A RAFT SOMEWHERE
BELOW.

RAFT IS SO
WORN OUT.
IT CAN'T
BE USED
ANYMORE.

LOOKS LIKE
BEAR FOUND
SOMETHING...
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CHAU, DO YOU HAVE
ANY IDEA?
_ [ 5
2 P ine

RUSTAE
RUSTIE




ARE YOU
READY?
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you caN | B
DO IT, AN! | [0

JUST THINK
OFITASA
COCKROACH!

HURRY UP CHAU,
I'M AT MY LIMIT...




2]

THAT WAS SO HEEHEE...
COOL! I DIDN'T SEE I WAS
THAT COMING! THINKING
ABOUT HOW
I SNAP THOSE
COCKROACHES

AT HOME.

YOU CHICKEN! IT'S A SHAME
FOR THE JUNIOR DETECTIVE
TEAM TO HAVE SUCH A
MEMBER!

BINH, WHERE
ARE YOU?

CALM DOWN GUYS,
BINH DID HELP BY
BUYING US SOME TIME.

FINE. NOW
WHAT SHOULD 1
WE DO HAVE AN
WITH THIS IDEA...
MONSTER?

SMALL ISLAND IS
RIGHT AHEAD!




HOW ABOUT WE LEAVE DON'T BE A FOOL.
THIS RAFT HERE AND WE DON'T EVEN
SWIM TO SMALL ISLAND KNOW WHAT'S

INSTEAD? UNDER THE

WATER YET!

THERE IS NO WIND.
WE CAN'T EVEN
MOVE FORWARD

AN INCH.

THEREFORE, THE PLASTIC WASTE
THAT WE CAN SEE ONLY MAKES UP
A SMALL AMOUNT OF THE MARINE
DEBRIS. YET THEY TAKE A LOT OF
TIME TO DEGRADE.

SOME TYPES OF PLASTIC
FLOAT ON WATER, SOME SINK
TO THE SEAFLOOR OR DRIFT
ALONG OCEAN CURRENTS.

Plastic straws
200 years
- 1

Styrofoamboxes

40O -1000 years | = —————
- (——ﬁ\_‘_’ Plastic bags T = — »
= ~| andwrappers : e ‘0 -
20years = =k Cigarettebutts
. ) Syears
: Fishingline |~/
4 " 0 600 years _. - p

Milktea cups
usOyears |
PET bottles
. usoyears |

Plastic home
products

Fishing nets
30-UOyears

-~ V.

Source: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and WWF-Australia




EASY, EASY,

LITTLE
5 DUGONG!

il

MY
GRANDMA
SAID THERE
WERE A LOT
OF DUGONGS
IN THE PAST.
NOW WE DON'T
SEE THEM
ANYMORE.

PLASTIC WASTE ALSO
AFFECTS MANY OTHER
SEA CREATURES!

1000 =..

die from plastic every year.
DIE FROM PLASTIC 2 SUFFOCATE WHEN TANGLED
WASTE INGESTION IN PLASTIC DEBRIS

18 Source: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and WWF-Australia

of seabirds
plastic waste.

Plastic degrades
into micro-plastic
and toxic chemicals.

Seacreatures \
think they're food
and eat them,

accumulating
toxins inside

their bodies. (‘

We eat seafood,
which means we
ingest micro-plastic
into our bodies.

Micro-plastic can
cause hegative
impacts to our
bodies and health.

BRING MICRO-PLASTIC
INTO HUMAN’S BODIES



GREAT! NOW
LET'S CONTINUE

TO SMALL
ISLAND.

HMMM... NOBODY
LIVES HERE BUT WHY
THERE IS SO MUCH
GARBAGE?
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OCEAN CURRENTS AND WINDS TAKE
MARINE DEBRIS FROM FROM PLACE TO
PLACE, MAYBE THEY CAME

FROM BIG ISLAND.

THERE IS MUCH
MORE DEBRIS
FLOATING IN THE
OCEAN THAN WHAT
WE FIND WASHED
UP ON LAND. THEY
ARE WHAT WE
CALL "GARBAGE
PATCHES”.




HE’LL BE FINE! BEAR
RUNS REALLY FAST.

I HOPE BEAR CAN
MAKE IT OUT SAFELY...

[ wow, THAT'S
SCARY!

DON'T

I WONDER IF WORRY.
SOMETHING THERE’S
ATTACKS Us NOTHING TO
FEAR WHEN
I'M AROUND!

DOESN'T SEEM
DANGEROUS...
RIGHT?...
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EHH? MISS TU FROM THE \
CAFETERIA! OUR OTHER

The Tallest \
Pepper tree | ) |

WOAHH!
IT'S REALLY |
\ THE TALLEST. /

VILLAGERS TOO! / )

WE’RE HERE TO
RESCUE... BUT
WHY DO THEY

SEEM TO WANT
US TO LEAVE?
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LUCKILY I
GOT THIS
SOLDERING
GUN FROM
UNCLE CHIEF.

WE WERE BURNING PLASTIC WASTE
AT THE BEACH WHEN THIS MONSTER

CAPTURED US 2 DAYS AGO.

GOODNESS
YOU CAME.

I THINK BURNING
WASTE HAS
SOMETHING TO
DO WITH THE
MONSTER’S
STRENGTH!

IF SO, WE
HAVE TO
PUT OUT

THE FIRE...

DEFEAT

25
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DEFEAT THIS
MONSTER
TOGETHER.

EVERYONE,

|

COME ON! LET'S

YOU TWO GO TO THE
BEACH TO PUT OUT THE
FIRE. LEAVE THE MONSTER
TO ME AND THE VILLAGERS.




YOURSELF TOGETHER!  J

YOU CAN DO IT!

" ' '
SN

\m&\\\ ; \ . \...

RN

>

(£
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*SoB*
WE FAILED...
I CAN'T
SAVE AN AND
EVERYONE
ELSE.

THE FIRE IS
TOO STRONG.
TWO OF Us
CAN'T DO
ANYTHING
*SNIFF*

UNCLE CHIEF?
OTHER PEOPLE
FROM OUR
W\ VILLAGE TOO? i




THANKS
TO LITTLE
SPARROW AND
DUGONG’'S
MESSAGE,
| WAS ABLE TO
GET HERE IN

‘ l ' LITTLE
SPARROW?

DuU... o

DUGONG? °°

50 OE%

WE DON'T
KNOW
HOW AN IS
DOING?
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NO WAY... THE
MONSTER ATE HIM

WHAT AM 1
SUPPOSED
TO TELL HIS
GRANDMA?

WHO SPREAD SUCH
RUMOR? I WAS JUST
TAKING A BREAK IN
THE SHADE WITH
EVERYONE.

HMM...
COULDN'T
FIND MY HAT
ANYWHERE.
SO IT WAS




HOLD ON,
UNCLE CHIEF!
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| DON'T UNDERSTAND...
WHAT IS THIS ALL
ABOUT?

WE DON'T
GET IT!

THIS IS THE ISLAND
DEITY I TOLD YOU ABOUT
EARLIER, KIDDO.

SINGLE-USE PLASTIC
DUMPED BY YOU PEOPLE
DOESN'T DISAPPEAR.

IT ACCUMULATES AND
RELEASES TOXICS AND
MICRO-PLASTICS INTO
THE SOIL, WATER, AND AIR...

EVEN A DEITY LIKE
ME WAS POISONED
AND TURNED INTO
AN AGGRESSIVE
MONSTER.

I HAD TO
LOCKED YOU UP
SO THAT YOU
WOULDN'T DUMP
PLASTIC WASTE
TO THE OCEAN
OR BURN IT TO
CREATE MORE
POISONOUS
FUMES.

SO... WE'RE THE ONES
WHO CAUSE HARM
TO THE DEITY.

PLEASE
FORGIVE US.

WE KNOW OUR
FAULT NOW.




LET'S DO IT
TOGETHER.
THE MORE THE
FASTER!

ALRIGHT, ALRIGHT! STOP
CRYING ALREADY. HELP ME
CLEAN UP THE ISLAND NOW

OR I'LL GET MAD AGAIN!

EXACTLY!

LET'S HELP THE VILLAGERS SEPARATE WASTE (ANSWER ON COVER 3)

3.Shack

-, Wrappers

1.Soft
drink
bottle

ORGANIC
WASTE

MAKE COMPOST, ANIMAL
FOOD, OR BURY IN GARDEN

I

!

SELL TO JUNK SHOPS

; 5. Plastic
YN\ u4.Syrofoam \straw
‘_w box \
9.Yogurt 10. Ceramic

) container _ bowl

| ——1
INORGANIC |
\- WASTE |

PUT IN RUBBISH BIN, GIVE TO
GARBAGE TRUCK, JANITOR, CLEANER.

UNCLE CHIEF, WHY DO
WE HAVE TO SEPARATE
OUR WASTE?

THERE ARE 3 MAIN
REASONS:

—

Reduce pollution since
there willbe less waste
ending up in the landfill.

Save hatural resources
by re-using and recycling
materials.

Save money on
transportation
and treatment.
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STOP USING

IF 50, WE SHOUI-D SINGLE-USE

SEPARATE OUR WASTE PLASTIC TOO.

MORE OFTEN, RIGHT?

Ever since that day, people from the village
started separating their waste, frequently
cleaning their surroundings and have stopped
using single-use plastic. As aresult, the
environment and air has become cleaner
and purer, and the deity is much healthier.

AND STOP
LITTERING
OUR ENVIRON-
MENT!




PLASTICIPRODUCTS?

e &
AM USED TO USING THEM /rDON’T WORRY, AN, LET'S
FOR SO LONG, WHAT SHOULD START THE CHANGE FROM THE
| DO NOW? k SMALLEST HABITS.

INSTEARD OF

..buying drinks in
plastic cups, plastic
bottles,

.. your own water
bottles, ask the staff
to fillit with your drinks.

Many bags, éasy
to forget

INSTEARD OF

.. using plastic bags
for your groceries,

.. your own shopping
bags, reuse available
plastic bags and refuse
taking new ones.

INSTEAD OF USE

.. drinking from ..bamboo straws,

plastic straws, lemongrass sticks, grass
straws, or evenbetter
do not use straws at all.

s INSTEAD OF  ..ioo- BRING

after usé

..buying foodin
syrofoamboxes and cutleries
or using plastic

' from home.
cutleries, \t /

ANSWER TO PAGE 36: orGANIC WASTE: 8. RECYCLABLES

..containers

: 1,6. INORGANIC WASTE: 2,3,4,5,7,9,10.



=" PLASTIC COCONUTS
FALLING FROM REAL
COCONUT TREES?

SPIDERS WITH
PLASTIC-STRAW-LEGS
CRAWLING EVERYWHERE?

Here and there on Big Island,
gtrange creatures start to appear.
Nobody knows what they are or where
they come from. This calls for The Junior
Detective Team of Chau - Binh - An to
take action. will they be able to solve
the great mystery that slowly eats
away the peaceful life on Big Island?

7 g @ 2020
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world for the benefit of people @ 1986 Panda symbol WWF - World Wide Fund for N_amthanmﬂy World Wildlife Fund)
and wildlife. B WWE Is @ WWF Registered Trademark. WWF, Avenue du Mont-Bland,
1196 Gland, Switzerland. Tel. +41 22 364 9111 Fax. +41 22 364 0332,

- WWF together possible . panda.org For contact detalls and further information. please visit vietnam.panda.org ma

= y
K 4
. - rF




