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Mina lives in a house near the river with her father, grandmother and a little puppy named

Toby.
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Mina’s village used to be clean and beautiful. Now, it is full of trash.

People litters and burns garbage. The air is filled with black smoke and bad smell.
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The water that used to be clear and clean is now full of trash and smells very bad.
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Mina sees a turtle trapped inside a plastic
bag by the river. She quickly pulls the plastic off

and lets the turtle swim away safely.
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One day, Grandma has a terrible cough and has
to go to the hospital. The doctor says the smoke
from burning trash make
it hard for her to breathe.

Mina feels so worried.
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The next day, while learning about the environment at school,

she worries about what the doctor said, so she decides to ask her teacher.

“870g), (Wumdy2imdeuatin
gounEaIuKy ?*

“Teacher, why is plastic trash so dangerous?”




gnogeziiuauon Naunmdeolhernaoduiio. au taz SOOSUUNEUIMILTOEIU

The teacher explains that burning plastic makes the air toxic.

People and animals are then harmed by these toxins.
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Most plastic is made from crude oil and other chemicals. : )
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Plastic can remain in nature for over 450 years.
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Littering plastic waste harms nature. Burning
plastic makes the air toxicand contributes

to global warming global warming.
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When the water goes down, her village is covered
in mud and trash. Mina could not find Toby

anywhere. She cries with a heavy heart.
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The next morning, Mina wakes up with determination. She won’t let trash ruin her village

and her loved ones ever again.
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Mina begins picking up trash along the road.

Some friends laugh at her, but Mina does not give up.
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Mina acts as a role model to others. She correctly manages 4 types of waste
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General waste
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Putting general waste into the garbage bag.
The garbage truck will take them.
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Food Waste
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Food waste can be fed to animals
or composted for her plants.
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Hazardous Waste
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For hazardous items like batteries and spray cans,
Mina sorts them and adds a “Hazardous Waste!”

& & o &
Scmiestaraiy
Recycle Waste
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Sorting plastic bottles, paper, cans and milk
cartons and sell them to arecycling factory.
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(Reduce)
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Mina reduces plastics by saying no to plastic straws and plastic bags.
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(Reuse)
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Mina uses reusable water bottle.
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Mina sorts recyclable wastes (plastic bottles, papers) and sell to recycling

factory so that they can produce into new products.
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Mina asks her friends to join her. She tells them about the turtle, Grandma,

and Toby. Her friends understand and start to help.
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Everyone in the village works together to clean up, sort wastes, stop burning garbage.
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Grandma feels much better, and finally, Toby runs back home! Everyone is happy in their

clean and safe village.
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With everyone’s help, the village is clean and beautiful again.
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Soon later, Mina sees the turtle she once saved its life.

Now, it has a home in clean, non-toxic water.
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After you've finished reading, what are your thoughts
and what lessons did you take away from Mina’s story?
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4 types of waste
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Degradable: Can be composted into
natural fertilizer.
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General waste
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Should be buried at a landfill
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Recyclable: Can be reprocessed
or made into new products.
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Hazardous Waste
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Contaminated with pathogens
or chemicals, or flammable.
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The impacts of littering and burning trash
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Air Pollution and Health
Problems.
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Spread of Disease.
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Soil Pollution and
Reduced Fertility
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Bad Odors and Lower
Quality of Life.
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Harm to Wildlife
and BiodiversityProblems.
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Contribution to Climate
Change.
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. Causes flooding issues
» due to blocked drains.
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Damage to Tourism
and National Image.
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Laos is home to living beings and wildlife that are valuable to the nation.
Do not let your waste destroy their habitats and lives.
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....... (Sotay - Tiger ...... 81 - Pangolin

....... 299 - Asian elephant ....... U20n - Mekong giant catfish

....... neil9 (Do) - Gaur oo WwSalone - Large-antlered muntjac
....... 29109 - Red-shanked douc langur v GS9 - Vultures

....... 119979 (Ung9me9) - Crested argus ..., U9ta01I0 - Asian giant softshell turtle
....... Uatta - Mekong stingray oo DNN2EOES0 - River lapwing

....... Bu9tw - Dhole oo UNUINDY - Asian openbill
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Cut out the garbage items attached in this book and put in the right bin.
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Help Mina put the plastic bottle in the bin.
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Latdavanh Keodala is the founder of NaturePreneur, she is a conservationist and storyteller
dedicated to making environmental education accessible. Her passion draws on an academic

background in conservation and ecosystem management.
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uaz JeFugmdaugua (3u: “Puyer Yayer” The best art award 25th Digicon6 Laos 2023 tJuciu
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Souksavanh Silichantho or Hoong, is an illustrator, and animation filmmaker. He has produced
illustrated storybooks and film works such as “Puyer Yayer animation short film”
The Best Art Award at the 25th Digicon6 Laos 2023, along with other exhibition works.
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Special thanks to: Padupphet Inthavong, Phoutthavy Xayyasone, Somboon Saysomboon, Vanida Chanthalath.
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Working to sustain the natural
world for the benefit of people

and wildlife.

together possible..

wwf.org.la
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